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6735 Thomae Blvd. 

Pittsburgh. Pa. 15208 
December 27, 1969 

Mr. Henry DeZutter 
c/o Ron Dorfman 
5000 South Dorchester 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr* DeZutter, 

On March 16, jl969 I spoke with you on the telephone about a case I 
was interested in, and followed that conversation with a letter concerning 
that same case. In that letter •- which was delivered to you care of 
Columbia College I said: 

"Many people have gotten tired or frightened, others have 
died or been killed, and the work is much harder. That’s 
why I’m giving you this perhaps desperate, perhaps impas- 
sioned plea for cooperation in this matter. Many newsmen 
thought throughout the civil rights demonstrations and riots 
that they were somehow safe from attack; so they may have 
watched sympathetically, but still, they only watched. In 
August you saw how sacrosanct newsmen were. And so I 
submit to you, if the president, Malcolm X, and Dr. King 
can be gunned down, how safe are you? You have seen 
yours stories rewritten by various governnient officials after 
they had been published; how far off is the day when you 
won't be allowed to write the story at ail?" 

You never replied to that plea; never so much as a statement of why 
you could not cooperate with us on the case. I wonder if enough 
people have died now to make the story big enough for you to be 
concerned about it. 

I am writing you at this time about three matters. The first is 
related to the Xerox copies of two letters which are enclosed. My 
associate Mr. Weisberg has developed material relating to the 
assassination of Dr. King and the FBI's attitude toward the Black 
community that is of the most incriminating nature. If you read 
the two letters carefully you will get some idea of what the material 
is about, and you will see Ae lengths we have gone to to give the 
material to people who publically claim to be concerned. Not one 
has responded. We have a carefully documented record of those who 
were not concerned enough to become involved. I wonder if at this 
point in time you might be interested in working with us, and specifically 
Mr. Weisberg, to get this material into the hands of those who will be 




Henry DeZuUer 
Page Two 


December 27, 1969 


able to put it to good uee« There are specific things you can do in 
this regard, if you are intersted. 

The second thing is &e case that I wrote to you about in 1969* It now 
turns out that one of the police officers involved in that episode, which 
involved a right«*wing coverup, was one of the officen involved in the 
murder of Brother Fred Hampton and Brother Mark Clark, There are 
still some loose ends in that case in Chicago that an experienced reporter 
such as yourself could tie up for us in a very short time. 

The third thing is a project I'm working on now here in Pittsburgh. 

We have formed an organisation which we call the Repression Information 
Service , Committee. We believe &at there is already a repression 
operating in the United States, and our function is to distribute informatics 
and gather information about it so that those people who wish to oppose 
it will know exactly what they're up against and will better be able to 
plan direct action. Among &e people connected with it are: Conrad 
Lynn, Florynce Kennedy, Staughton Lynd, Father Rice, Dave McReynolds, 
to mention a very few. We have a volunteer staff of fifteen here in 
Pittsburgh* and are beginning our work by co-sponsoring a full-dayi 
seminar on repression at Carnegie Mellon University on Jan\iary 17. 

We need help of various sorts, since we're starting from scratch with 
absolutely no money. We need: people who are well known in their 

field to let us use their name s as sponsors of the organiaation; volunteers 
to do investigative work throughcmt the country: publicity; publishers of 
any sort to publish material that we develop, with or without payment; 
donations of money, office equipment, etc; access to newspaper files. 

If you can help with any of these things, or know anyone who can, 1 
hope that you will either be in touch with us or put us in touch with 
those who could be of help. 

1 ask your help not only as someone who haveworked in the movement, 
so-called, for quite some time (1 worked with Chicago Area Draft 
Resisters almost from its inception), but also as a former member of 
your profession. As a 21 -year-old newsman I was given an AP award 
in Pennsylvania for outstanding news coverage; but shortly after that 1 
found that the role of the newsman, like the role of the poet, means 
littixr in the society in which we live. That is to say, newsmen and 
poets can truly affect very little, 1 find, now, though, that there is 
a definite place for newsm'eq in the movement in the coming months, 
if they are willing to put themselves on the front lines and identify 
with Aose who' re being 'Vamped on." 
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I have no reason to believe that this letter will cause you to take any 
more action than my last letter* Dip service is something that everyone 
gives very easily* I don't want to sound redundant, but if the brothers 
can be shot in cold blood while asleep, if the SACB (as it has) can issue 
findings against 22 people, how sacrosanct is your position? How many 
will dies before they start wiping out newsmen? I hope to hear from 
you. 

If I don't hear from you this time. I shall continue to write to you 
each time another brother dies I will send you a similar letter; then 
at least the two of us will have a complete record of how concerned we 
were about things, and like good Germans we'll be able to say that we 
meant well but just weren't aware of bow bad the situation was* 


Russ Trunzo 


cc: H, Weisberg 

A.C.Gall-Chicago 


Chicago Police Department Segeant Daniel Groth 
Male, White, born 1929 

In 1963 (November) Groth was assigned to 5700 S. Cottage Grove 

Precinct • 

1) When was Groth promoted to &eg Sergeant? 

2) When was Groth assigned to Hanrahan? 

3) Is there any chance that Groth was implicated in the Chicago Police 

Department-KKK scandal. (This may have to be checked by going 
to old newspaper files from the KKK scandal. If you do have to 
do this, Pd like copies of any articles concerning it, whether or 
not they mention Groth). 

4) Has Groth expressed at any time any kind of political or semi- 
political views? What is his attitude toward Blacks^ 



